
The Royal Aero Club Trust National Fund-raising Appeal  

SAVE THE ROYAL AERO CLUB COLLECTION  
A MESSAGE FROM HRH THE DUKE OF YORK, KG, KCVO, ADC  

PATRON OF THE ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST  
 

The long term survival of unique and precious items of the nation's aviation heritage is a matter of deep 
concern and I am delighted that the Royal Aero Club Trust has taken on this task. These archives, kept at the 
Royal Air Force Museum in Hendon are in need of urgent and expert conservation and, as is always the case, 
money is required to achieve this. As Patron of the Trust I would ask all who can to support this appeal and to 
preserve a heritage of which our country can well be proud.  

The Royal Aero Club Trust is a registered charity formed in 1998. One of its main purposes is to conserve 
the Royal Aero Club collection for the education and enjoyment of future generations.  
The Royal Aero Club Collection  
The Collection is kept at the Royal Air Force Museum, Hendon. It includes unique and priceless items of national interest 
which regrettably are rarely seen by the public. The Collection includes minute books, albums, official reports, trophies, 
paintings and artefacts. Some albums include press-cuttings dating from 1784, pre-dating the founding of the Aero Club in 
1901. The names and photographs of the earliest pilots who qualified to fly aeroplanes in the UK are chronicled in the 
33,000 Aviators' Record Cards and Certificates.  
The problem  
Conservation specialists have advised that:  
 • parts of the collection especially the 900 boxes of archives are in serious danger of disintegration  
 • many original photographs and press cuttings are fragile and gravely deteriorating  
If any of these items were to be damaged or destroyed they would be lost for ever. There are no copies or duplicates. The 
archives cannot currently be used for educational nor research purposes as virtually none of them have, as yet, been 
catalogued and indexed.  
The Aim  
Raise £65,000. This is the sum will ensure the long-term survival of the RAeC archives which represent over 100 years of 
the nation's aviation heritage. When conserved and catalogued it will, for the first time, give public access to the archives 
at the Royal Air Force Museum, Hendon. They will, in due time, be made available on the Internet.  
Work done 
Two teams of NADFAS (National Association of Decorative & Fine Arts Societies) Heritage Volunteers have worked for 
almost two and a half years stabilising the Archives at the Royal Air Force Museum in Hendon. This work has now been 
completed.  
Work in progress 
Projects include - preparing an index of RAeC Main Committee Minute Books dated 1901 to 1956 for display on the 
website. Identifying, captioning, scanning and digitising several thousand photographs from the RAeC Archives. Display 
on the RAeCTrust website - a catalogue of RAeC paintings and a catalogue of RAeC Cups and Trophies. Make available  
on the RAeCTrust website - the Frank Hedges Butler albums, the RAeC Aviators' Certificates albums and the Hon C S 
Rolls albums.  
The Target  
£65,000 will fund this urgent and important project.  
How can you assist?  
Please make a donation by completing the tear-off slip below.  
Frederick O. Marsh, Chairman of Trustees  
…………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 

Royal Aero Club Trust Donation Form  
Payment Details  
¦ Cheque Attached (Cheques should be made payable to: Royal Aero Club Trust Limited)  
Expiry date: / Signed: _____________________________ Dated: ________________  
Please print Name: ______________________________________ Address: 
___________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________________
_____  
The value of this donation can be increased by offering it as 'Gift Aid'. Should you wish to do so 
please tick  
this box ¦ and sign below.  

Signed __________________________________  
Please send Form to: R A K Crabtree, OBE, Administrator - Fairways, Hesley Lane, 
Rathmell, Settle BD24 0LG  
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